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Chapter  1  by  Makayla 

It  was  a  dark  and  gloomy  outside.  The  rain  was  a  falling  at  a  steady  rhythm.  Drop.Drop.Drop. 
against  the  window  where  Ali  worked,  looking  at  the  time  on  the  computer  she  put  on  her  coat 
and  scurried  outside  hoping  she  didn't  miss  her  bus. 

As  she  was  crossing  the  street  she  saw  the  bus  speed  right  past  her. 

"Damn,"  she  cursed  under  her  breath. 

Chapter  2  by  M 

It  would  be  another  half  an  hour  before  the  next  one,  she  thought.  Ali  felt  a  twinge  of  annoyance 
as  she  watched  the  silver  bus  lazily  climb  the  adjacent  hill. 

"  I  can't  be  late  today,"  she  whispered  to  herself  as  she  searched  the  street  for  a  taxi. 

Black  car.  blue  car.  Gray  car.  But  not  a  taxi  in  sight. 

Wasting  no  time,  she  began  walking  in  down  the  street,  taking  small  steps  to  avoid  slipping.  She 
opened  her  umbrella  and  let  it  rest  on  her  left  shoulder.  The  umbrella  was  far  too  large  for  her, 
but  at  least  it  kept  her  dry. 

As  she  walked,  rain  brought  calm  to  her  senses,  masking  the  sounds  of  the  streets  around  her. 
Taking  a  deep  breath,  she  realized  how  anxious  her  appointment  made  her. 
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